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What lasts longer among the ripples of the random must last longer than those ripples that
last not so long. That is the theory of natural selection in a nutshell.
— Mind and Nature: A Necessary Unity, Gregory Bateson

Until at least relatively recent times, most human beings believed there was an essential
difference between what went on in their own minds and went on in the rest of nature . . .
Human beings had a reasoning soul, linking them to something divine, to something that is,
above and beyond the principles governing the rest of nature.
— The Last Resistance: The Concept of Science as a Defense
against Psychoanalysis, Marcus Bowman

... 1in this book the provisional solution which we have reached must be the final word: the
thoughts themselves are the thinkers.
— Psychology, William James, (1909)

The world will always be here, and it will always be different, more varied, more interesting,
more alive, but still always the world in all its complexity and incompleteness. There is
nothing behind it, no absolute or platonic world to transcend to. All there is of Nature is
what is around us. All there is of Being is relations among real, sensible things. All we have
of natural law is a world that has made itself. All we may expect of human law is what we can
negotiate among ourselves, and what we take as our responsibility. All we may gain of
knowledge must be drawn from what we can see with our own eyes and what others tell us
they have seen with their eyes. All we may expect of justice is compassion. All we may look
up to as judges are each other. All that is possible of utopia is what we can make with our
own hands. Pray let it be enough.

— The Life of the Cosmos, Lee Smolin
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